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The questionnaire is designed to be filled out quickly and easily. To answer most of the questions you
need only put a tick in the box next to the response you choose. In such cases there are no right or
wrong answers. Please simply tick the one that is closest to your view, or indicate that you don't know
or don't have an opinion on the matter. If you object to any question, you can simply move on to the
next one.

PLEASE MAKE TICK MARKS CLEARLY WITHIN THE BOXES TO MAKE READING YOUR
RESPONSES AS EASY AS POSSIBLE.

The questions are arranged under sub-headings:

Political Background and Activity

Candidate Selection and Campaigning

The Role of an MP

Issues and Policies

Government and the Electoral System
Background Information - You

Background Information - Spouse or Partner
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All answers are strictly confidential, and the results will never be published or discussed in
any form that can identify you personally. Please note that selected background variables will
be omitted from any future release of the data to other researchers so that no individual can be
identified.

When you have finished the questionnaire, please place it in the envelope provided and post it.
No stamp is needed.

Many thanks in advance for your help with this research.

Professor Jack Vowles
Dr. Peter Aimer, Dr Raymond Miller
Assoc. Prof. Ann Sullivan
Department of Political Studies
University of Auckland
Dr. Susan Banducci
Dr. Jeffrey Karp
University of Amsterdam

This study is being funded as part of the 2002 New Zealand Election Study by the Foundation for
Research, Science and Technology.



A: Political Background and Activity

Al. About what year did you first become interested in politics?
A2. We are interested in people's reasons for being involved in politics. How important is each of
the following reasons for your own participation in politics?
Please tick one box in each row. Very Fairly Not very Not at all
important  important important important

Personal friends or members of my family are

active in politics. D D

A particular political issue prompted me to
become involved.

A particular event made me politically active.

Politics helps me make business or
professional contacts.

Party work gives me a sense of fulfilling civic
responsibility.

OO 0O O O
OO O O O

| wanted to have an influence on politics and
change things.

1 @
A3. Which party do you belong to?

Labour National Alliance NZFirst ACT Green

[ [ [ L] [] []
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Progressive
Coalition
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[
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United
Future NZ
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A4. If you belong to the Alliance or Progressive Coalition which constituent party do you belong to?
NewLabour Democrat Mana Motuhake Alliance Progressive

) member only
L] [] [] L]
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Ab5. When did you join your present political party?

Coalition only

AG. Have you ever belonged to a different political party or parties? If yes, please write in which
party or parties.
No Yes
® ®
The party/parties was/were
A7. Did you stand for Parliament as a list candidate, an electorate candidate, or both?
List Electorate Both

[ [] [
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[12 - 17]
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[19]

[20 - 23]

[24]

[25 - 30]
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A8.

AQ.

A10.

A11.

A12.

A13.

A14.

Have you been a parliamentary candidate before?

Tick all that apply.

| never Il was a | was a Iwas a
stood as a candidate in candidate in candidate in
candidate 1987 and/or 1990 1993

before 2002 before
(1 ) 3) 4

Are you presently a Member of Parliament, elected in 20027

No Yes, as list Yes, as electorate
MP MP
1 )] 3)

Have you ever been elected before this year?

No Yes, as list Yes, as electorate
MP MP
(1) (2) 3

lwas a Il was a
candidate in candidate
1996 in 1999

[ []

&) (6)

If yes, when were you first elected as an MP?

Has anyone in your immediate family been elected to a party, parliamentary or local body office?

Tick one box in each row

Yes No
Party office O O
Local body O i
Parliament O O
¢Y) 2

How long before the 2002 election did you begin campaigning?

Less than three
months but before
the national
campaign

[l [ L
(1) (2) 3)

More than three
months before the
election

More than six
months before the
election

Don't know

O

O

O
©)

From the beginning
of the national
campaign only

]
(4)

During the campaign, how many times did you appear on television, radio, and in

newspapers?

Tick one box in each row.

0 6-10 11-15 16-20
times times times times

Television D |:| I:]' l_:l
Radio L] [] [l L]
Newspapers D D D I:l

(1) 2) 3) “)

20+ Can't say
times

[] [
[ [
[] L]
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A15.

A16..

A17.

A18.

A19.

Outside the election campaign, about how much time do you usually devote to party activities
in an average month?

No Time Up to 10 hours From 10 to 20 More than 20

hours hours
[] [] [] []
¢)) ) 3) 4

Not including your party’s webpage, did you as a candidate make use of the internet to reach voters?

Tick as many as apply.
Did not use the Yes, had own Yes, Yes, advertised
Internet webpage used e-mail webpage/email on

campaign literature

[ [ L] [

€] 2 3 “

Did you make use of the internet to get news or information during the 2002 election
campaign?

Don’t have Have access but Yes, once or Yes, on several Yes, many
access didn’t use it twice occasions times

L] [ [ [] [

ey 2 3 “ (5)

Do you feel that radio, television, or the newspaper you read most often seemed to favour one
party more than others? If so, which one?

Please tick one box in each row.

None of Labour National Green NZFirst ACT Another
them party

TVone [] ] ] ] ] ] L]
w0 L O 0 o 0O o
Newspaper ] ] ] ] ] ] L]
National Radio [ ] ] O O O O

) ey @) 3) “ &) (6)

Do you or does anyone in your household belong to a trade union?

Please tick as many boxes as apply.

Yes, | belong Yes, my spouse Yes, another No, no one Don’t Know
or partner person in the
belongs house belongs

[ L] L] [l []
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No Are you a member?
Are you a member of any of
the organisations or
associations listed below?
If so, how often have you attended any If you are a member:
meetings in the past 12 months

How many meetings in the last year?

Tick one box in each row lama Once About Onceor Onceor
member, or twice once more more per
butdon't ayear every 2-3 per week

goto months month
meetings
Trade union O] O O O O O
Business NZ or other business or n O O O O O
employers association
Federated Farmers or other farmers n O O O O O
association (66 - 72]
A professional association O O O O O O
Environmental group ] 0 0 n 0 O
Any other political organisation, or
movement other than a political party = U H . = =
Other interest or pressure group O = O ] [ O
1) 2 €©)] C) &) ()
A21 Please tick if you have ever -
Tick as many as apply [712

Held a local Party office O

Held a national Party office O @

Been a candidate for local authority O 3

Been elected to local authority O @

Appointed to Quango or other public body O 6

Held office in interest group nationally O ()

Held office in other community groups oo

[8 - 33]

Held office in a professional body O ®)

Held office in a student organisation 1 ©

Held office in a trade union ] 10)

Held office in a women's Organisation ] an

Held office in ethnic group or Organisation ] (12
Have done paid work for a Party or MP a3



B: Candidate Selection and Campaigning

Good speaker
Attractive personality
Enthusiasm

Personal appearance
Stable home life
Political Experience
Likely to win votes

Committed to an electorate

Well known nationally
Well known locally
Well educated

Knowledgeable about
issues

Experienced party worker
Conscientious

Contributes to balanced
party caucus

Good speaker
Attractive personality
Enthusiasm

Personal appearance
Stable home life
Political Experience
Likely to win votes
Committed to an electorate
Well known nationally
Well known locally
Well educated

Knowledgeable about
issues

Experienced party worker

Conscientious

Contributes to balanced
party caucus

B1. In selecting a list candidate how important would the following qualities be to you?

B2. In selecting an electorate candidate how important would the following qualities be to

Very Fairly Not very Not at all
important  important important important
O O O O
O O O O
O O O O
O O O O
O O O O
O O O O
O (| O (|
O O O O
O O O (]
O O O O
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ey €3 3) 4)
Very Fairly Not very Not at all
important  important important important
(] O O O
O O o O
O O O O
O O O O
O O O O
O O O O
(| O O O
O O O O
O O O O
O O O O
O O O O
O O O O
O O O O
(| O (| O
O O O O
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Don’t
know

O
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Don’t
know
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How important is it to balance a party caucus in the following ways

Very Fairly Not very Not at all Don’t
important important important important know
By gender ] d O O O]
By ethnicity O O O O O [64 - 68]
By age O O O] O O
By region O O | O O
By political opinions O O O O |
Y] 2 3) C)] €))
In your opinion, is the way your party draws up its list of party candidates
Very Not very Not at all Don't know
Efficient? O n O m
Complicated? 0 0 O O [69 - 71]
Democratic? n ] ] ]
1 ¢)) 3) 4
Still thinking about your party, do you think the influence your party leadership has over
drawing up the party list of candidates is generally too great, about right or too little? And
what about the influence the _local party organisations have over drawing up the list?
Far too Too About Too Far too | Don’t
great great right little little know
National leadership O O | O O O [72- 73]
Local organisation O O O O O Ol
¢Y) @ 3 ) (5) )
Who should make the final decision over who is on the party list?
Please tick one box
A list selection The party Party Party Voters
committee leadership activists members [74]
O] O O O] O
Y] 2 (3) 4) (5)
Who should make the final decision over the rank order of candidates on the party list?
Please tick one box
A list selection The party Party Party Voters
committee leadership activists members 75
O O O O O (7]
(1) @ 3 C)] 5
In your opinion how important is it that list candidates for Parliament have experience in the following areas?
Very Fairly Not very Not at all Don’t [7]3
important important important important know
Community experience O O O O O
Experience of public life O O | O
Experience as a party worker | O (| O O
Business e i
usiness experience 0 ] [] ] O [8 - 15]
Trade union experience O | O O O
Legal background | | | | |
Social service background O O O] O L]
Teaching background O O O [ O
{1 2 (3) 4 )]



B9. In your opinion how important is it that electorate candidates for Parliament have experience
in the following areas?

Very Fairly Not very Not at all Don’t
important important important important know
Community experience i 0O ] ] O
Experience of public life 0 O O O
Experience as a party n O O 0O O
worker
Business experience
O O O O O 16- 23
Trade union experience O 0 0O m O
Legal background O n m O O
Social service background nm [ O | O]
Teaching background O O J ] ]
@D () (3 4 )
B10 & B11: Electorate candidates only.
B10. How much assistance, if any, did your campaign receive from your party nationally?
Alot Some Not much None at all
24
O O O O 24
(1) @) 3) @
B11.  In your opinion should greater attention be given by your party to establishing a pre-selection process?
Yes [] No ] [25]
ey ()
C:The Role of an MP
Candidates elected in 2002 for the first time and unsuccessful candidates please skip to C4
For past Members of Parliament only:
C1. We are interested in the amount of time you spent in the community as part of your work as an
MP. First, thinking back over the past year, about how many hours per month did you usually
devote to the following activities.
None Up to 10 From 10 More than
hours to 20 20 hours
Speaking at public meetings ] n ] ]
Attending local community functions N N ] [
Party fundraising m 0 O O
Dealing with people’s problems . N O N [26 - 32]
Attending party meetings N 0 ] ]
Travelling between your community and
Wellington O U O U
Attending national meetings or
conferences not associated with your party O O [ O]
1) 2 3 “)



C2.

Cs.

C4.

Again thinking back over the past year, as part of your job as MP, about how many requests to

help with people’s problems would you receive in total in an average week? And excluding these
requests, about how many other enquires would you receive in total in an average week?

Tick one box in each column

Less than 10
Between 10 and 25
Between 25 and 50
Between 50 and 100
Between 100 and 200
More than 200

People’s
problems

000000

Other
enquiries

OoooOooaoaao

1)
2
3
Q)
&)
(6)

FOR LIST MPs ONLY: Where did you have the most contact with the people you represent?

A wider region

The whole of New

Within a single . I
electorate crossing severa
electorates
O O
1 )

Zealand

O
3

All candidates: In your view, how important are the following parts of an MP’s job?

Very
important

Speaking in Parliament O
Holding regular electorate
clinics

Attending local party meetings

Select Committee work

Representing regional interests

Helping with individual
problems
Supporting the party leader

Developing party policy

Voting with the party in
Parliament

Being interviewed by the media
Attending local community
functions

Representing an electorate in
Parliament

Working with interest groups

OO 000000o0ooo 0
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Fairly
important

O

O 0O 000000 ooo 0o

—~
N
~

Not very
important

O
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Not at all
important

O
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Don’t
know
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D: Issues and Policies

D1. On the whole, are you very satisfied, fairly satisfied, not very satisfied, or not at all satisfied with
the way democracy works in New Zealand?

Please tick one box.

Very Fairly Not very Not very Not at all Don’t know
satisfied satisfied satisfied satisfied satisfied 53]
O O O [ O O]
1) 2 3) ) (5) )

D2 Some people say it makes a big difference who is in power. Others say that it doesn’t make any
difference who is in power. Where ONE means that it makes a big difference who is in power and
FIVE means that is doesn’t make any difference who is in power, where would you place yourself?

Please tick one box.

O O O O O O

1 2 3 4 5 (9) [54]
It makes a big difference It doesn’t make any Don’t
who is in power difference who is in power know

D3. Thinking about how elections in New Zealand work in practice, how well do elections ensure that
the views of voters are represented by MPs?

Very well Quite well Not very well Not well at all

(58]
] [ [ [
(1) 2 (3) )]
D4 How widespread do you think corruption such as bribe taking is amongst politicians in New
Zealand? Do you feel that it is:
Very Quite Not very Hardly Don’t know
widespread widespread widespread happens at all [56]
O [ ] [ Il
1 2 3) 4) ©
D5.  What do you think has been the most important issue facing New Zealand over the last
three years?
[57 - 63]

D6. What has been the most important issue to you personally in this election?

[64 - 71]




